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. Laos Gets 3rd Chance at Peace in 19 Years

BY JACK FOISIE
Timas Stati Writer - L.

will try again—as they did in 1954,
and again in 1962—tin live in peace

vnder an agreement that will be su-.

pervised hy foreigners,

This is the substance of the new
“agrecment ending a 10-year-old war

in Laos. It wax signed Wednesday
forenoon in the parlor of Prince Sou-

vanna Phouma, who has heen pre--

mier of the Lan goternment during
the troubled 10 years of conflict
with the pro -Communist Palhe‘

ln atext of Lhe agreement relcased
in Lao and French, and unoflicially

translated into Lnglish here are the

pertlnent part

“The gov ernment to be formed
within 30 days, will again be a coal-
ition of former enemics, In a Nation-
al Council, which will rule for an un-
specified period, there will he eight
representatives of the Pathet lLao,
who now call themselves "the pau i
otle forces.”

“: “Phere also will be cight represen-

tatives from whal has heen khown
as the royai Lao government, head-
ed by Souvanna, which in the agree-
ment is being called the "govern-
ment of Vientiane,"

Each of the two parties will chonse
two other members of the National
Council who are mutually agrreable
1o both sides. And Souvanna will be
prime minister, directing, or being
directed by, the council.

This 1&member body; in effect a
cahinet, will try to resolve the many
fnlilical and economic prablenis af-

licting this "poor country cousin® to
Vietnam and Cambodia in Indochi-
na,

Bul. at. Jeast temporarily the Pathet
Lao will continue to control the two-
thirds of the country that it gained
during the war, assisted mightily by
the North Vietnamese army INVA),
The NVA was interested in Laos pri-
marily as a conduit {or its {roops and
supplics necdedd for the war in ad-
joining South Vietnam, and later for
combat on behalf of ousted Prince
Noveclom Sihanoik in Cambodia,

The agrecment says that the 1962
Ceneva agreement, which attempt-
ed to neutralize Laox, will again ap-
ply in many seeticns covering mili-
tary - diseneacement of foreign ar-
mies from Laos,

Al prisoners held by cither side
will he exchanged within 60 days,

- fgov emmem

" They.will inclwle a few
1~ Americans — the. Pathet
\"lE\"l‘lA\b—-'l‘ho people of Lads

Lao claim they hold only
seven but American offi-
clals list a total of 311 per-
sons missing in action.
Nowhere in the agree-
ment ix North Vietnam
\pe('lfl( ally named as sup-
porting the Pathet Lao. al-

".though the United States

and Thailand are named
as assisting the Vientiane

ccase-fire terms, hn\\ ever,

“all foreign powers" are tn

remove them\cl\es mili-
tarilv from lLaos, also
within 60 days, .
The agr cement. was
signed by dcnutwe of both
parties. But Souvanna was

© present—indeed, he was

host at the sizning,
And he said Uit was a

great day for Lanz”
Feervone hones so, phar-
ticularly  the ambassadors
of five nations whe, in
wee vav o or anether, ap-
pmn‘f\ have heen per-
sitadvd to try again, as
o i after 1962, to
¢ the pareement work,
vare Rritain and the
Soaet-Union, who are the
cocioitinen of the 1962 Ge-
ne v Convention, and
ate, India and Poland,
i hnc kept a peace-
eevin g foree in Laos

Under the

' gince 1962—even after war
had hecome full-scale,

Ahother interested wit-

ness to the signing was

Amcerican Ambassador G. -

MeMurtrie Godlev, who
had directed both political
and military support for
Souvanna for the last
several years, American
civilian aid can continuc
under the new agreement.
apparently, The Lao
government, through its
newly formed Council of
National Unity, iz sup-
posed to ask for replenish-
ment of military arms
only as needed.

Almost hefore the ink on
the signatures of the new:
pact was dry, the Ameri-
can Embassv began as-
suming what it considered

. @ handsaoff attitude on in-

ternal Laotian affairs.

Embassy  spokesman
Andrew Guzowski said
that entry into the Ameri-
-can hase of Long Cheng in
northern [Laos is now a
matter {or the new two-
party Lao government.
American - chartered  air-
craft can not [ly corres~
pondents there,

Guzowski also said the
United States would
not even provide an unof-
ficial version of the cease.
fire pact,

"Is a foreign doec-
ument,” he said,
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